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Dear All, 

I am writing this for you at the equinox. For the next six months the 
hours of darkness will be longer than the hours of daylight and there is 
no escaping the fact that winter will soon be here.  

I don’t much like winter myself. I feel the cold. I miss the sunshine and 
the light. I have less energy so everything I do feels a little harder. 
But I like a lot of the things season brings with it- warm fires, autumn 
colour, magical frosts, Christmas, candlelight, mulled wine, the wildness 
of the landscape in winter, murmurations of starlings and Orion stamp-
ing across the night sky. 

This Winter looks like bringing huge additional challenges in rising pric-
es, strains on food supply and health provision with, as is too often 
true, those most in need suffering the most.  

I am five weeks into a six-week expert patient course on managing 
chronic pain. One of the things it teaches is how important our mind 
and our attitudes are in how we experience suffering. To put it very 
crudely, if you are expecting to be kicked all the time you tense up and 
the kick when it comes hurts more and you tend to tense up further 
ahead of the next. If you can learn to relax, the blow hurts less and 
makes you more confident to meet the next one in a relaxed way.  

It is all much easier said than done and does not get to the fact that 
you should not be being kicked in the first place.  

But I was thinking about how we face this coming winter. If we go in 
tense, angry and afraid we will survive less well than going into it will 
hope of good things and a knowledge that this too will pass. We might 
even find some hope and joy and kindness to spare to share with those 
who need our help. 

I always find this creative hope in prayer and faith and the knowledge 
that we are loved by God far more than we deserve and could ever 
begin to understand. You may find it elsewhere, but I urge you to 
‘stock up’ now for the winter on whatever good things feed hope and 
love in you, 

With every blessing 

  Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



I would like to say a great big thank you to Ian Proctor and Charlie Mathias for 
all the hard work they have carried out on strimming St Ishmaels churchyard it 
looks great, and they have both given their time free which is so appreciated., 
well done boys. When visiting the church this week two visitors from Cornwall 
found the graves of their grandmother and her brother and this would have been 
impossible had Ian and Charlie not carried out the work. Our thanks again. 
 

Heather Phippen 

Remember, remember 

  In the National calendar and the Church’s calendar, November begins 
each year with calls to remember- Remembrance Day and Bonfire night 
(which begins remembers the Gunpowder plot), All Saints Day and All 
Souls Day and days to remember all the saints of Wales, of our own de-
nominations, of the bitter feuds between Christians at the reformation as 
well as all the martyrs and saints of our own time. 

 To do all that remembering takes some preparation and also some 
thought about how to remember. We could remember in good ways or in 
ways that dredge up old animosities and stir up hatred or in ways that lead 
us to despair, overwhelmed by sorrow. So here are some things I think we 
try to do as a nation and a church in all this to remember well. 

 Remembering is recalling. The human memory is not perfect. It is too 
easy to forget things or to take them for granted. Purposeful remembering 
says that some things, some people, are too important to let that happen. 

 Remembering is also re-membering, recognising again what, for better 
or worse, we are a part of. We honour again the things that have shaped 
us as individuals and a community.   

 And if there is dismembering, pulling apart, maybe remembering is the 
opposite in that it puts us back together. One of the things I found hardest 
personally in lockdown was not being able to gather as wider families and 
communities at funerals. All the chatter, shared emotion and catching up 
sews a family back together after a death and it is so easy to fray without 
that shared experience. Gathering, if we can, to see the fireworks or at the 
war memorial or in church puts us back together as individuals and 
groups. 

 And, almost by historical accident, we chose to do all this remembering 
at the start of winter, just when we need most the warmth of being part of 
something bigger than ourselves. So, remember, remember when it gets 

to November. 

Rhiannon 



MARLOES & ST BRIDES VILLAGE HALL 
 

IS OPEN FOR BOOKINGS with amended guidance in line with the 

latest Government Covid-19 guidelines. For all enquiries and bookings please 

contact the bookings secretary, Emma Truelove 
 

Email: mvhbookings@hotmail.com    Mob: 07896 719409 

WALWYN'S CASTLE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Is pleased to welcome you back safely and is available for bookings and classes. 
           All enquiries to  Jean Rees on 01437929813 

Email wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com 

Royal British Legion 
 

The Milford Haven branch of the Royal British Legion 
together with Milford Haven Secondary School have  

produced a book commemorating the 75th anniversary of 
the end of the 2nd World War. 

 

 

It is a substantial book with contributions from over 70 
people from the County who served or from their         

descendants. 
 

It also lists all those from Pembrokeshire who fell, the 
circumstances and where they are buried. 

 

The price is £19.99 available from Anthony Williams 
01646636598. 

 

Proceeds will go to the Poppy Fund and Milford Haven 
School 

ST JAMES CHURCH, DALE 
 
The family of Bill and Paddy Tamsett have very generously provided St James 
Church with a floor standing candle stick for the Paschal Candle in memory of 
their parents. It has been designed and made by Terry Griffiths and is a  joy to 
behold. The family lived in Dale for many years with Bill being Church War-
den in Dale. 



 

Dale Seagrass Update  
 

Early in September Swansea University conducted a survey of the seagrass restora-
tion area in Dale. This provided the first real indication of the likely long-term suc-
cess of the project. Following the assessment in September 2020, where seedling 
growth was not as great as hoped, they are very happy to report that the seagrass 
observed this September is clearly on a path to successfully cover the planned area. 
It is not yet at the density originally hoped for at this stage, but the planting of fur-
ther seeds in November 2020 (without any storage) has been a success.  

Clumps of seagrass shoots can now be seen in all areas of the 2-hectare plot. Densi-
ty overall remains very low, but clumps are now averaging 4 to 5 shoots, are 
healthy, and are very well rooted to help weather the winter storms. There are par-
ticular areas to the southern edge where density is very high, but there are also 
patches to the west (shallower section) where density is very low.  Largely the hand 
planting has been more successful than the boat deployments. Unfortunately there 
are areas where large amounts of floating kelp have settled, but overall this is not a 
problem and might lead to the area being altogether more mixed than just seagrass.  

Dr Richard Unsworth reports that “After two periods of planting seagrass seeds in 
Dale bay during 2020 (Spring and Autumn) it is now our belief that the seagrass is 
on a very firm footing for expanding and ultimately developing into a full meadow 
over the coming years. Where the seagrass is in expanding clumps, it often has a 
canopy height of up to 60cm which is great. Invertebrate life is beginning to settle 
amongst the plants, and fish appear to actively use it.”  

The site now appears to contain very little evidence of the ropes and bags. The 
Swansea team have, on a number of occasions, removed broken pieces of bags and 
rope from the beach in Dale and understand that others have too which isn’t ideal, 
but overall this been minimal. The remaining material should now be rotting away 
as it is all bio-degradable. Over the next few months Swansea University will be 
writing a full report detailing these findings which will be publicly shared.  

Included on the next page is a picture taken during one of  the surveys done during 
one of the best weeks for water clarity the seagrass team have ever seen in Dale. 

The three visitor moorings (provided as part of the restoration project to provide a 
facility for visiting boats and discourage damaging anchoring within the newly-

planted area) have been well used over the summer. Voluntary donations for use of 
these will go towards future maintenance of the buoys and management of the 
seagrass. The website for receipt of voluntary donations www.daleseagrass.org will 
be ready soon (apologies from the team for the delay – the summer has been very 
hectic) as too will seagrass information for inclusion in notice boards in Dale 
(recent photos will aid this).  

Information is as always available on the Seagrass Ocean Rescue update page host-
ed by Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum:  

https://www.pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk/seagrassoceanrescue/  



 

Seagrass growing in Dale Bay 

 

 

 

For any further information or obser-
vations regarding the planted seagrass 
please contact Dale Seagrass Stake-
holder Group Chair Fil Marshall 
fil@pointfarmdale.co.uk or Dr Rich-
ard Unsworth 
r.k.f.unsworth@swansea.ac.uk 
(phone 07795 311166). 



 

 

Marloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St Brides    
 
Items under discussion at the September 
meeting included the following:- 
 
Financial Matters – The second precept 
payment of  £1.033 was received.  Income in 
the Treasurers Account on the 2nd Septem-
ber was £4,551.96.  Councillors were asked 
to confirm before the end of the month 
whether they would be claiming the £150 
allowance. Those present indicated they 
would decline the payment – Cllrs. Smithies, 
Jessop, Johnson and Richards.  Cllrs. Beal and 
Kimpton who were absent to be e-mailed.   
Highway Matters – Members noted that 
advance notice had not been received that 
the road to the  Marloes Sands Car Park was 
to be tarmacked this year as well as the Little 
Marloes Road.  This had caused traffic prob-
lems at a very busy time for visitors. It took 
some days before the yellow lines were re-
instated.  PCC and PCNPA to be asked to 
approve a road sign to discourage parking 
inside the yellow lines opposite the Sandy 
Lane.  It is essential to keep the road free for 
emergency vehicles, and large farm/delivery 
traffic. Clerk to review any highway matters 
outstanding and pass these to PCC.  
Bus Timetables – Reminder that the sum-
mer services will finish before the end of 
September.  The 400 Service will then only 
go to St. David’s on a Wednesday.  See web-
site for further details. 
Planning Matters – Members noted that 
NP/21/0177/FUL – Extension at 7, Green 
Meadow Close had been approved by the 
National Park Committee despite objections 
from neighbours and the Community Council 
as being an over development.  Clerk to 
write to National Park.  It was noted that the 
extension, new conservatory, remodelled 
garage and external landscaping had been 
approved for Musselwick Gate Cottage 
(NP/21/0357).  Specific clauses were included 
in the consent with regard to the adjoining 

public bridleway PP62/4  - North/School 
Lane.  
NP/19/0678/S73 – Ty Gwyn, Marloes –
Notice of Appeal received – APP/L9503/
A/21/3281670 – to be considered at an Ex-
traordinary Meeting of the Community 
Council on Tuesday 28th September.    
Enhancing Pembrokeshire Fund - Solar 
Pavilion – Several members of the public 
attended the meeting to raise queries with 
regard to this proposal covering legal use of 
the site, light and noise disturbance, risk as-
sessments, use of Enhancing Pembrokeshire 
Grant.  The Councillors present and the 
Clerk answered the many questions.  The 
land in question was sold to the Community 
Council in October 1999 by the late Mr. Ar-
thur Davies – there were no restrictions on 
the future use of the site.  No permanent 
lighting is envisaged.  The goal posts can be 
repositioned if necessary.  The money allo-
cated to this Community is based on a local 
assessment and if not spent locally this year 
will not be used elsewhere.  A suggestion to 
limit the number of special events that could 
occur in any one year linked to the Solar 
Pavilion was noted.  The next application to 
the Fund has to be made by the 22nd Novem-
ber, and any Group/Organisation in the 
Community area is welcome to apply if they 
have a suitable project.    
A request by Mrs. Linda Thomas for a letter 
of support for an application for similar fund-
ing in St. Ishmaels for the Play park  & Jubilee 
Gardens was agreed, as it is recognised that 
children from this community area do use 
that facility. 
Village Green/Parking Problems -  Let-
ters have been sent out to all households 
behind the Green  advising that there should 
be no parking on the Green.  It was noted 
that during the main summer months that 
there is parking pressure in the Chapel area.  
The Council is reluctant to ask for yellow 
lines, but it is important that the junction of 
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the Main Road with the Glebe Lane is not 
obstructed, or access to properties.   
National Trust  -  Cllrs. Smithies and Jes-
sop will attend a meeting with the National 
Trust to discuss what signposting and infor-
mation is needed for the Car Park area 
ready for the 2022 Season.  Other matters 
will be discussed at the same time.  Commu-
nity Parking permits run until the end of 
October so please make use of this facility.   
Coronavirus Regulations  - Currently at 
Level Zero, but the meeting noted that case 
numbers in Pembrokeshire and in Wales are 
at a high level, with increasing numbers in 
hospital, and sadly more deaths.  Each organ-
isation like the Church/Chapel, Village Hall, 
Pub/Cafes and Village Shop are required to 
undertake a risk assessment and then regu-
late their premises according to the risk. For 
example, the Village Shop/Post Office is con-
tinuing to ask that only two people at a time 
are permitted, and the wearing of masks is 
mandatory in retail businesses in Wales. 
Please observe these requirements, and if 
you have a holiday let/home please ensure 
that visitors from beyond Wales are also 
aware of the rules.  It has been a long eight-
een months, but consideration for our local 
businesses and for each other is still of im-
portance.   
Age Cymru Dyfed – This Agency is based 
in Market Street, Haverfordwest and hopes 
to be open to the public soon.  They offer 
free services for those aged over 50 and the 
Information & Advice Officer, Fiona Brown 
can be contacted in the meantime on 01437 
723370. Please pass this on to anyone you 
think could benefit from advice.  
Hywel Dda Community Health Coun-
cil - Reports available on 
www.hywelddachc.wales  
Telephone contact for information – 01646 
697610 
Next Meeting -  The October meeting of 
the Council is scheduled for Monday 11th 

October commencing at 7.30 pm, and is to 
be held at Marloes Village Hall.  Community 
residents of Marloes & St. Brides are wel-
come to attend and speak at the invitation of 
the Chairman.  Please see the notice nearer 
the date for any changes to regulations.   
See www.marloes.org for further Communi-
ty information, minutes of the Community 
Council meetings that are approved and 
Draft minutes of the September meeting to 
be ratified at the October meeting.  Previous 
copies of Peninsula Papers (except adverts) 
are also available.  Council Minutes are re-
quired by law to be placed on-line.  Anyone 
having difficulties in accessing the minutes is 
welcome to contact the Clerk to arrange 
viewing of the hard copy.   
    

St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels    

    
CORRECTION 
  
“The minutes of St. Ishmaels Community 
Council of 18th August recorded that access 
to the Trim Trail at  Coastlands School was 
unavailable to the general public. This was 
due to incorrect information received at the 
time of the meeting. The Trim Trail is in-
deed available to all members of the com-
munity, at the times published by the school. 
The clerk to the council apologises to the 
Head Teacher and P.T.A. of Coastlands 
School for this misinformation and confirms 
that the minutes of the council meeting are 
duly amended.” 

 

DaleDaleDaleDale    
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 
27th September at 7pm in the Corona-
tion Hall, Dale     
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October DiaryOctober DiaryOctober DiaryOctober Diary    

SEPTEMBER 
Mon 27 1900 Dale Community Council, Dale Coronation Hall 

 
OCTOBER 
Mon 11 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Wed 13 1900 St Ishmael’s Community Council, St Ishmaels S&S Club 
Sat 16 1030 Walwyns Castle Apple Juicing Event, Village Hall 

 
Please see adverts in this and previous editions for information on regular classes 
for: 
Tai Chi, Ballet, Dance Fit, VIBZ Street Dance, Zen Meditation, Steps to Health 
and Yoga and Natural Movement 
 
** Don’t forget, Music Night at Sandy Haven Chapel every Wednesday ** 

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events  
for inclusion in the diary.  

“Martha” books 
 

Brian John is a well-known Pembrokeshire geographer and author. He has written a series 
of books about a fictional 19th century lady called Martha who marries into a farming fam-
ily based at Plas Ingli, on the lower slopes of Carn Ingli. She finishes up as head of the 
household and has a number of interesting adventures and love affairs. The books make 
interesting reading – life at that time on a north Pembrokeshire farm is very well portrayed. 
They are just the thing for those of you who can’t get out much at the moment! 
Volumes 1-5 cover the main story of her life, and there are also 3 others written later.  
We currently possess volumes 1-5 plus 7 and 8 e.g. "On Angel Mountain", "House of An-
gels", "Dark Angel", "Rebecca and the 
Angels", "Flying with Angels", 
"Guardian Angel", "Sacrifice” and 
"Conspiracy of Angels", also the com-
panion volume “Martha Morgan’s Lit-
tle World”.  
Anybody who would like this set of 
books to read, and then possibly pass 
on to somebody else, is welcome to 
have them in exchange for a suitable 
donation to the Wildlife Trust. We can 
deliver them anywhere in the local area. 
Give us a ring if you are interested. 
Peter Royle  01646 636970 



CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 

 

Marloes, St Brides and St Ishmaels 

 

October 3rd   St Brides  11am  Harvest Communion 

 

October 10th  St Peters, Marloes  9.30am Holy Communion 

 

October 17th  St Ishmaels  11am   Holy Communion 

 

Dale  
October 3rd

  8.30am  Holy Communion 

October 17th  6pm   Evening Prayer 
 

Walwyn’s Castle  
October 3rd

  11am  Harvest thanksgiving 

October 17th
 11am  Holy Communion 

October 24th
 11am  Holy Communion 

October 31st
 11am  Holy Communion 

 

Robeston West  
October 10th

 11am  Harvest thanksgiving 

October 24th
 9.30am Holy Communion 

HELP FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES 
 

Maren has been set up as a collector for 
“Care 4 Calais” to help the Afghan refugees  

  
If you would like to make a donation please 
email Maren at Marenhamre@hotmail.com  

  
Please see the list on the Marloes website (www.marloes.org.uk)  

for details of the most needed items 
required and contact Maren via email to arrange delivery.  



Mystery object 
 

Made of stainless steel, well stuffed 
with electronic gubbins plus a large 
battery, and with a very substantial 
cast iron ballast weight, this was 
quite some homeward haul! 
 

N.B. that is a metre rule. 
  

Originally assumed to be an ocean-
ography buoy; but through our excel-
lent local network of marine scientists 
it was identified - and fully traced! - 
within 48 hours.   
 

With many thanks to Arne Vogler of 
Ore Catapult for the following: “A ra-
dio beacon from a longliner fishing 
vessel.  The painted number at-
tached to the buoy (6KCC3) is the 
international radio call sign.  From a 
quick search, this is allocated to the 
Korean fishing vessel ‘Kova’ with 
IMO number 8415835.  No idea if the 
Kova was ever fishing near UK wa-
ters, possibly they were chasing 
some tuna near the other side of the 
Atlantic.  But probably more likely 
that the buoy either travelled with the 
ballast water in a tanker, or maybe 
entangled in the anchor gear or simi-
lar.  It certainly seems to be well trav-
elled!” 

Marloes	Sands	Midwinter	Beach	Clean 

ADVANCE	NOTICE	–	PROVISIONAL	ARRANGEMENT 

At the time of going to press Welsh Government rules would allow a 

New Year’s beach clean. 

Until advised otherwise… 

Date: New Year’s Eve, Friday 31st December 

As the daytime low tide is 1.70 m at 09.55, 

the plan is to set off from Marloes Sands Car Park at 09.00 

All	come	at	own	risk										U16s	must	be	accompanied 



 

 
 

The Heritage Centre will be open by 
appointment only   

 

Contact 
Harriet 636668 or 
Yvonne 636251 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2021 

It has been wonderful to have played cricket this season.  No teas and limited 
changing room facilities but we got the games played. 

Only 2 abandoned games for our Senior teams at the beginning of the season 
but our 1st XI Team got off to a very poor start and never really recovered.  
We had some exceptional performances but not enough of them and in the 
end we were very fortunate to remain in Division 1.  The 2nd XI Team excelled 
in their first year in Division 3 and found themselves third in their Division.  
Nice to see some youngsters joining their ranks too. 

We didn’t get very far with the Senior Cup Competitions as we were knocked 
out in the first round of the Harrison Allen Bowl and the Alec Colley Cup and 
unable to field a side for the Duggie Morris Cup – still there’s always next 
year to look forward to! 

Our Juniors experienced some great cricket this year. The Under 9s enjoyed 
playing in all 4 Festivals and did really well.  The Under 11 team, coached by 
Jonny Lewis, went on to the Final, losing to Saundersfoot on the day.  These 
youngsters have had an exceptional season. The Under 13 team has some very 
talented players but lack numbers.  We hope that we will be able to pull to-
gether an Under 15 team next year.  I am pleased to say that the future of 
Tish cricket is still looking very promising. 

This year we saw an amazing number of Ladies start to play softball cricket 
at the club. They entered teams in Festivals at Laugharne, Pembroke Dock 
and here at Tish playing with such enthusiasm and enjoyment, 
not forgetting their success.  We are looking at entering the 
Pembrokeshire hardball league next year whilst also continuing 
with softball cricket.  Exciting times ahead! 

Thank you to everyone who sponsored the cricket section this 
season.  We just couldn’t survive without your generous support. 

Yours in sport 

Wendy Bradshaw (636446 / 07974678329) 

Sec. St Ishmaels C.C. 



RED BAY 

Occasionally finding Newfoundland lobster tags and Canadian chainsaw 
oil bottles on beachcombs, I got to wondering where you would fetch up, 
sailing exactly due west~~~ 

Well, Martin’s Haven lies at 51.735 North, 5.24 West; while over at 
51.728 North, 56.42 West we find Red Bay, Labrador.  Looks pretty 
bleak: we certainly owe the Gulf Stream a lot, for example a distinct 
lack of icebergs!  But, to say the least, the place isn't without inter-
est.  The Wikipedia entry starts, “Red Bay is a fishing village in Labra-
dor, notable as one of the most precious underwater archaeological sites 
in the Americas. Between 1530 and the early 17th century, it was a    
major Basque whaling area. Several whaling ships, both large galleons and 
small chalupas, sank there, and their discovery led to the designation of 
Red Bay in 2013 as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.” 

A good source of information looks to be  

https://www.newfoundlandlabrador.com/top-destinations/red-bay where 
you will see, what a coincidence, that the bird watching section in 
“Things To Do” features an ace photo of – PUFFINS! 

High time there was a twinning…? 

  
Chris Jessop 

DALE WI 
 

On September 7th a small turnout got together at the Coro-
nation Hall.  After all the official business was dealt with a 
cup of tea and cake was enjoyed by us all. 

The next Meeting will be held in the Coronation Hall on 
Tuesday 5th October at 2.30p.m. 



 

���� 
WALWYN'S CASTLE AUTUMN APPLE EVENT  

Saturday October 16th. 
 At Walwyns Castle village Hall and green, 10.30am until 2.30 pm. 

 

Bring along any apples from your tree or orchards and we will juice them 
for you, with the help of 'Cwm Arian', providing the apple juicing service . 
Don't forget to bring along containers to take away your fresh apple juice 
too. Recycling your empty milk cartons or water bottles are ideal, and you 

can freeze the apple juice too .   
Gather tips on apple tree pruning and care,  find out how to make your own 

cider. Bring the family along , or just catch up with friends and enjoy re-
freshments in the hall -  home made cakes, seasonal bakes, soup. Plus chil-

dren's activities, mini treasure hunt, autumn based craft and more.  
There will be a nominal fee of 50p per litre for the juicing service . 

For more info, tel 07496 001932 . Facebook Walwyns Castle village hall 

������  

Walwyn’s Castle Date for the Diary. Saturday December 4th , 10.00 am. 
Christmas workshop, Shibori scarf dyeing and making, Walwyns Castle 
village hall   

MUSIC NIGHT 

Every Wednesday is music night, 

now at Sandy Hill chapel from 8pm 
to 11pm.   All are welcome to come 

along to play, sing, join in, just lis-
ten or recite poetry. All abilities, all 

genres, we are a friendly group. 

There will be a cover charge of 
£3.00 per person which will include 

tea/coffee. You may bring your own 
alcohol if you so wish. 



BELOW	THE	RIPENING	

BARLEY 

2nd	August	2021 

The Western sun strong-staring a still-aired bay 

Burns watch-ticked time irrelevant: 

This afternoon will last as long 

As the water wants us to stay. 

 

On we play 

In silverspray brass-bright surf 

Which foams to mercury mirrors  

The saltsteamy copperhot sand: 

Time arrested, where sea meets land. 

 

Just you and I 

And wave-game after wave-game, 

Making memories 

For much later days. 

 

We'll recall the miracle again and again: 

This cove turned Mediterranean! 

On our very own beach together alone, 

Allgold free – as if here's our home… 

 

Two of the sea-folk, and this is the way 

We love to while a hot calm day: 

Where landpeople cannot 9ind the far, 

Firecolour silhouettes, danced by stars. 

 

©	Christopher	Jessop	2021 





 

A wildlife note from Jonathan Aylett (Dale) 
 

I thought that you would be interested in seeing the attached photos of a Wry-
neck taken on a mobile phone at about 1515 hours on the 8th September on the 
track between Newfoundland and Whiteholm's Farm, St Ishmaels.  I noticed the 
bird as it flew up from the track and then settled a few yards further on. It 
seemed to have a damaged left wing which prevented it from flying away for 
some distance. 
 

I recognised the bird immediately although I have never seen one in my life so it 
was both a surprise and a moment of excitement. The plumage on the bird 
looked fresh. We tried to encourage it into the hedge on the north side of the 
track as a white van drove up and it found a little hole and disappeared from 
view. The van driver was understanding and did not drive over the bird as we 
"shepherded" it. 
 

I believe that Wrynecks are seen on Skokholm and Skomer on passage but that 
otherwise they are rarely seen. 
 

Note from the editor:  It has been a good Wryneck year - there have been up to 4 
on Skokholm for several weeks and several others have been seen in the local 
area. They are a type of woodpecker and are a really odd-looking bird with 
beautiful cryptic plumage.  



Hornets are heading this way!Hornets are heading this way!Hornets are heading this way!Hornets are heading this way!    
 
Well not exactly.  
 
Until recently I had never seen a Hornet. I always presumed that I had never lived in the 
right areas to see them - those areas being woodlands in South and South-east England. 
So I was quite excited to see one of these impressive beasts foraging in the area around 
the pond at Pembrey Country Park a few years ago. And this year I spotted another one 
when visiting Picton Castle, in amongst the bird cages. I asked one of the people there if 
they regularly saw them but she didn’t know. Then a few days later there was a post on 
the Pembrokeshire Bird Blog to say that, while looking for Ospreys at Picton Point, the 
writer had come across a Hornet nest in a tree in the nearby woods.  
 
A bit of investigation revealed that Hornets appear to be moving into Pembrokeshire. 
Annie Haycock (local fount of Pembs wildlife knowledge) said:  
 
“We’ve had hornets in Pembrokeshire for the past few years, with 
sightings becoming more common.  Records are scattered, proba-
bly more in the Picton area than anywhere else.  I’ve seen them 
here at Landshipping, also at Blackpool Mill, and on the West Wil-
liamston reserve.”  
 

Even more recently I had a close-up view of a Hornet in my moth 
trap when trapping by our caravan near Machynlleth. Both Pem-
brokeshire and Machynlleth are well outside the published range 
of Hornets - see the map to the right: 
 
However there is no need to panic. Hornets live in wooded areas 
so they are unlikely to be attracted to our rather sparsely tree-ed 
peninsula. And even if they were, although they are large, they are quite docile, except 
when near the nest. They are also not attracted to jam sandwiches, though are they at-
tracted to light at night, as they fly at night unlike wasps.  
 
So how do you identify a Hornet? Well it is 
large, slightly bigger than a queen wasp. And it 
is mostly brown, with yellow and black at the 
back end. It is not as stripy-black-and-yellow as 
a wasp. They make quite a loud buzz when fly-
ing.  
 
The Hornet we should all be on the lookout 
for is the Asian Hornet, which is a serious bee 
predator. It is spreading over Europe but has 
not yet been reported in Wales. It is very dark 
in colour and quite unlike a normal Hornet.. 
 
Rosemary Royle 



Local  Places  Quiz  3  –  St. Ishmael’s                  
 

1. Who was St. Ishmael? 

2. What is St. Ishmael’s Tump? 

3. Where in the parish is the tallest standing stone in Pembrokeshire? 

4. Where in the parish can you see another smaller standing stone? 

5. People from Dale are traditionally called frogs and from Marloes are 
called gulls – what name is attached to people from St.Ishmael’s? 

6. Which rare animals can sometimes be found in the cellars of Butterhill 
mansion house? 

7. What unusual structure was in the front garden of Butterhill? 

8. What picture is on the village pub sign? 

9. What is special about the Great Hoaten Manor house? 

10. Where is the Baptist chapel that still serves the village and why is it 
there? 

11. Where did villagers gather to “discuss public affairs” in the 1920’s? 

12. Where was the Police House ?  

(Quiz compiled by Jane Warr, with thanks for their help to Yvonne, Hilary, 
Trish and Steve.  Answers over the page) 



Quiz Answers 
 

1) Ismael was the son of Prince Budic, who became king of Cornwall in AD545. Ismael 
and his brothers came to Pembrokeshire and helped their uncle Teilo set up the 
monastery at St. David’s in about AD550.  After David died in AD589, Teilo ap-
pointed Ismael Bishop of St. David’s. There are at least 6 other churches in Pem-
brokeshire dedicated to St. Ishmael, and one other St. Ishmael’s village near Kid-
welly. 

2) The Tump  (Castle Mound) is a small man-made hill which is the remains of a 
motte and bailey castle probably built some time after the Normans sailed into the 
Haven in 1093. To the east of Burgage Green Road approximately opposite North 
Hall Farm, the mound (motte) is 5m high, 10.5 m. diameter at the top and 32 m. 
diameter at the base. It would have been fortified against invasion with a wooden 
palisade and tower on the top and a fenced ditch (still 6m wide) around the bottom. 

3) The Mabesgate Longstone is behind a modern garage in the field just north of the 
Garden Centre. It is a flat red sandstone slab measuring 10ft tall by 7 ft. wide and 
less than 1ft thick, dating from the Bronze Age about 4,000 years ago. The reasons 
for this position are lost in time, but apart from serving as a landmark the site is 
also the source of several springs. 



4) A smaller stone, called the Sandy Haven Longstone, is leaning against the hedgebank 
north of the St. Ishmael’s/ Sandy Hill road (see OS map for location). The stone was 
moved to the bank in the late 1970’s and the original site excavated before ploughing 
over. A trench of pebbles was found, with holes possibly  for huts and more stones, 
together with pits containing cremated bones which were carbon dated to 1,300BC.  

5) People from St. Ishmael’s are called mice.    

6) The protected Greater and Lesser Horseshoe bats use the cellars of Butterhill, which 
are kept locked to prevent disturbance. 

7) In the front garden of Butterhill is the remains of a shell grotto – a man-made cave 
totally lined with shells. These were popular features in large gardens but few remain 
in good order. (To see a large shell house at Cilwendeg in north Pembrokeshire, look 
up “Weatherman Walking”  series 3 - Newport to Fishguard ). 

8) The Brook pub signs show a man fishing. 

9) On the lawn of Anchor Hoaten (visible from the road) is a massive anchor 17ft. long 
and 14ft. across. Commonly said to have come from a Spanish Armada galleon in 
1588, the anchor was actually found on St. Bride’s beach, possibly from the “Nymph”, 
sailing from the Caribbean to Cork and wrecked off the Nab Head in 1802. 

10) The Baptist Chapel was built in 1813 at Sandy Haven, where there was a busy pub 
called the Sloop Inn. The chapel also catered for Herbrandston people who could cross 
the stepping stones at low tide or take the ferry at high tide. In 1877 the chapel was 
moved to Sandy Hill where it could be accessed more easily and was well away from 
the pub! It is still in use today and has a beautiful cemetery full of flowers all spring. 
The old baptismal pool can be seen in the stream that goes under the road. 

11)The ”Pembrokeshire Telegraph” of 17.9.1925 reports that “Some of the villagers 
gather round the Parish Pump nightly to discuss public affairs. They are very intelligent 
folk in St. Ishmael’s and spend a great deal of their leisure time reading.” 

12) The Police House is now called Mullock House, next to Mullock Farm on the Dale 
Road. Built for and occupied by the local policeman, it had an office attached to the 
side which could also be used as a cell. One of the last policemen to live there was 
called Charlie Morris. Issued with a Velocette LE Police Motorbike, Charlie inadvertently 
started it in gear and fell off the back when it suddenly took off towards Mullock 
Bridge, only to be stopped by crashing into the wall. 

 

Next quiz: St Brides 
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